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SUBJECT: FULBRIGHT VISIT TO SYRIA 

1. SUMMARY. EX-SENATOR FULBRIGHT VISITED DAMASCUS JUNE 14-16. 

SYRIAN HOSTS CONDUCTED SENATOR ON VISITS TO DAMASCUS TOURIST 
SITES AS WELL AS MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT ASAD, FONMIN KHADDAM, 
PEOPLE S COUNCIL SPEAKER HALABI, AND DAMASCUS UNIV. RECTOR 
QADDURAH. AT SOCIAL EVENTS, SENATOR HAD OPPORTUNITY MEET WITH 
GOOD CROSS-SECTION SYRIAN OFFICIALS. IN ADDITION TO GENEROUS 
MEDIA COVERAGE OF VISIT, SENATOR WAS INTERVIEWED BY SYRIAN 

TV AND GAVE PARTIALLY FILMED PRESS CONFERENCE JUNE 16. END SUMMARY. 

2. SENATOR FULBRIGHT ALONG WITH MESSRS. KERN AND THORPE 
ARRIVED OVERLAND FROM LEBANON JUNE 14. FOLLOWING LUNCH 
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TOURED NATIONAL MUSEUM, THEN VISITED PEOPLE'S COUNCIL 
SPEAKER MUHAMMAD ALI AL-HALABI EARLY EVENING. FULB RIGHT 
EXPOSTULATED ON DIRECTION IN WHICH HE FELT AMERICAN 
MIDDLE EAST POLICY SHOULD MOVE TO SYMPATHETIC SPEAKER, 
EMPHASIZING THAT HIS (FULB RIGHT'S) VIEWS REGARDING 
RESOLUTION OF AREA CONFLICT WOULD ONLY CARRY WEIGHT IF HIS 
UNDERSTANDING OF ARAB READINESS TO ACCEPT ISRAEL'S EXISTENCE 
WAS AN ACCURATE ONE. HALABI IN RESPONSE STRESSED ARAB 
DEISRE FOR PEACE IN ORDER TO CLEAR WAY FOR NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT EFFORT, NOTING THAT SYRIAN ECONOMIC LOSSES 
CAUSED BY ISRAELI DESTRUCTION HAD TOTALLED OVER 700 MILLION 
DOLLARS, APART FROM MILITARY EQUIPMENT LOSSES. "WAR AND 
DEVELOPMENT CANNOT PROCEED TOGETHER," STATED HALABI. 

SPEAKER ALSO MENTIONED, IN CONTEXT HIS LETTER TO VICE 
PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER CRITICIZING LETTER OF 76 SENATORS, 

DESIRE FOR "DIALOGUE" WITH AMERICAN SENATORS. WHEN SENATOR 
RAISED ISSUE OF OIL EMBARGO, HALABI LET SUBJECT PASS WITH 
REMARK THAT IMPOSITION OF NEW EMBARGO WOULD "DEPEND UPON 
CIRCUMSTANCES." 

3. SYRIAN DEVELOPMENT THEME STRESSED REPEATEDLY IN ALMOST 
EVERY MEETING, INCLUDING THAT WITH PRESIDENT ASAD WHICH LASTED 
ONE AND ON-HALF HOURS (SEPTEL). ASAD REITERATED TO SENATOR 
SYRIAN DESIRE FOR CLOSER ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH U.S. AND 
READINESS TO WELCOME AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN. 

4. JUNE 15 FOLLOWING SENATOR'S CALL ON FONMIN KHADDAM, 

DAMASCUS UNIV. RECTOR ABD AL-RAZZAQ QADDURAH CHAIRED ROUND- 
TABLE DISCUSSION WITH LEADING FACULTY MEMBERS. SENATOR'S 
URGING THAT MORE PROFESSOR-STUDENT EXCHANGES WOULD BENEFIT 
BOTH U.S. AND SYRIA WAS FAVORABLY RECEIVED BY GROUP. 

5. SARG GAVE VISIT TO PROMINENT MEDIA ATTENTION. APART FROM 
COVERAGE OF OFFICIAL MEETINGS, SENATOR TAPED THIRTEEN 
MINUTE TV INTERVIEW DUE FOR BROADCAST JUNE 20. PRESS 
CONFERENCE JUNE 16 PARTIALLY FILMED. INTERESTINGLY, REPORT 
OF CONFERENCE IN DAMASCUS PRESS DID NOT MENTION FULB RIGHT'S 
REMARK THAT ARAFAT WAS REASONABLE MAN WHO COULD BE PERSUADED 
TO PARTICIPATE IN SETTLEMENT PROCESS. 
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6. COMMENT. SYRIANS WERE EXTREMELY PLEASED WITH SENATOR’S 
VISIT AND WELCOMED HIM WARMLY AT ALL LEVELS. FULBRIGHT 
DID NOT HESITATE TO STATE HIS DIFFERENCES WITH U.S. POLICY 
BUT EMPHASIZED REPEATEDLY TO ALL LISTENERS THAT PUBLIC 
EXPRESSIONS OF ARAB WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT STATE OF ISRAEL 
WITHIN 1967 BOUNDARIES WAS NECESSARY ELEMENT IN ANY EFFORT 
TO INFLUENCE U.S. CONGRESSIONAL AND PUBLIC OPINION. 
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